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The PCCs of Hazelwood with Shottle, Holbrook and Milford have been seeking prayerfully to identify the key 
characteristics which we would want to find in our next vicar.  We hope that you will feel called to offer your gifts to our 
Benefice. 
 
We believe that our next vicar will be a person who: 
  

 will preach the Gospel and be a teacher and guide in the ways of prayer, the Scriptures and Christian life; 
 

 will have the attributes of vitality, enthusiasm and drive, who is interested in the countryside, and who will enjoy 
being an active part of our rural community;  

 

 is outgoing, friendly, sensitive and communicative with all parishioners, and who shares with the laity the visits 
to those in special need, the sick and bereaved; 

 

 will encourage and develop lay people in a variety of church ministries; 
 

 has strong family values, who will continue to build on the links with the village schools, and with young people 
generally, and who will seek ways to integrate them into the life of the Church; 

 

 sees a place for flexibility in worship and who will offer a variety of forms of worship as appropriate for our 
congregations and the local community; 

 

 is open-minded on baptism and re-marriage in certain circumstances; 
 

 is enthusiastic about outreach to the local community and who will challenge us to encourage people to share 
in the life of the church family and enable them to explore the Christian faith in a friendly environment. 

 

Our next vicar 
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The village of Hazelwood (population around 400) 
is situated close to the A517, which is the main 
road from Belper to Ashbourne; Belper and 
Duffield are nearby on the A6.  However, the 
parish covers a wider area and includes the 
communities of Farnah Green, Blackbrook, 
Cowers Lane, Shottlegate and Shottle.  There is a 
total of about 380 homes in the parish. 

The area is mainly agricultural but does have one 
major employer. Lubrizol is a major global 
producer of oil and petrol additives and one of 
their research and development centres is located 
in Hazelwood.  It employs about 230 people the 
majority of whom commute from outside the 
village.  As a company they are very supportive of 
the village activities.  The housing is largely 
privately owned with a mix of substantial houses 
and farm houses through to more traditional 
agricultural dwellings.  The community covers all 
age ranges with the working population 
commuting to nearby towns and cities including 
Derby and Nottingham.   

There are no schools in the parish but the nearby 
primary schools in Belper, Duffield and Turnditch 
all have good reputations.  Secondary school 
pupils attend either The Ecclesbourne School in 
Duffield or Belper High School.  There is a Sunday 
School at Hazelwood Church which is run by a 
team of 6 volunteer teachers.  
 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook 
 

Milford 

The united benefice of Hazelwood, Holbrook and Milford was created in the late 1990s and came into being in 2003 when the last vicar of Holbrook and Little Eaton 
moved to a different living, thus allowing Revd. Robert Harris, the retiring incumbent, to assume responsibility for all three parishes.. The Benefice comprises four 
churches, three being used each week and the fourth, a mission church, used on an occasional basis around the major festivals. 
 
The parishes are largely rural and agricultural but are close to both Derby and Belper which provide a major source of employment for parishioners. The wide variety of 
cultural, sporting, entertainment and shopping amenities in Derby are within easy reach.  The University of Derby is nearby.  The beauty of the Peak District National Park 
is only a few miles away and local places of interest include Chatsworth House, Kedleston Hall, Hardwick Hall and Haddon Hall.  The market towns of Ashbourne, 
Bakewell and Matlock are nearby.  The Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site runs though the Benefice. 
 

Holbrook (together with the hamlet of Coxbench at 
the southern end) is situated 7 miles north of 
Derby, lying parallel to and in sight of the A38 and 
is a small parish approximately 2 miles long and 1 
mile wide administered by Amber Valley District 
Council. 

It has a population of approximately 1500 (a 
substantially static figure) of which 99.5% are 
white and 14% retired (2001 census). Its spiritual 
needs are met by the work of two churches, St 
Michaelôs Church (C of E) and Holbrook Moor 
Methodist Church which work together in a co-
ordinated programme. 

Embedded at Holbrookôs centre are stone-built 
(largely terraces of) cottages from the 18

th
 and 

early 19
th
 centuries. Surrounding these are more 

modern brick-built detached and semi-detached 
houses in ribbons and small estates. There is 
some local authority housing. The older village 
families are now substantially outnumbered by 
ñincomersò. 

Holbrook serves mostly as a dormitory village for 
Derby and Belper, although there are several 
farms, one or two small businesses and a few 
people working at home. There seems to be little 
unemployment at the moment (August, 2010). 
 

Milford or ñMulefordò came about as a suitable 
safe place to cross the  river on the old 
packhorse route through the County of 
Derbyshire.  The original homesteads were 
around the site of the present garden centre 
where a few well hidden homes are to be found 
and the former blacksmithôs shop and first 
foundry were established.   

The mill was built by Jedediah Strutt in the late 
1770s powered by the fast-flowing River 
Derwent.  New mill workersô housing was built 
and East and West Terraces are unique in their 
design. The community was once very self 
sufficient and was amongst the first to have street 
gas lighting which was supplied via the mill. 

A new foundry was build north of the river bridge, 
which later became the Glowworm Boiler factory 
while  Parkray Solid Flue Appliances had their 
works opposite the Sealants company on the 
Derwent Business Site, just on the parish 
boundary. 

The mills and factories gave local employment to 
many people with unemployment in the later part 
of the last century much below the national 
average. However, with all this industry now 
swept aside and these companies sold and 
incorporated with others in Europe, Milford is now 
just a commuter village. 
 

 The churches in their communities 
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Hazelwood with Shottle 

The Church is located at the cross roads of Over 
Lane, Hazelwood Hill, Hob Hill and Goodwins 
Lane and the village Memorial Hall is just round 
the corner.  This is owned by a Trust where the 
trustees are Parish Councillors.  The Hall is well 
used by the village and has functions from outside 
the community.  It is surrounded by a playing 
field which is run by the Trustees of the Playing 
Field and there is a small childrenôs playground in 
this area.  On a part of this playing field is the 
Hazelwood Crown Green Bowls club which has 
approximately 60 members and is represented in 
many of the local bowls leagues.  There is also a 
tennis court which has recently been refurbished 
and has an active membership.   

The Church Fete is the major annual event which 
is organised by the church and is very well 
supported by the community.  Other village 
activities include a walking group, ladies group 
and Shottlegate W.I. all of which meet monthly.   

The parish is well served for pubs, gastro pubs 
and restaurants.  Blackbrook House and Shottle 
Hall have excellent restaurants and specialise in 
major functions including weddings.  A group of 
enthusiasts is planning to re-open the railway line 
from Duffield to Wirksworth in 2011 and this 
passes through the parish.   

The nearest larger communities are Belper (pop 
25,000) and Duffield (pop 4,500).  Belper has a 
range of shopping facilities including 
supermarkets.  It also has sports facilities 
including football, rugby, hockey and a leisure 
centre.  Duffield has some basic shopping 
facilities and sporting facilities for squash, tennis, 
football and cricket.  There is a local bus service 
to Belper and Ashbourne. 

The churches in their communities 

Holbrook Milford 

The village boasts a C of E Controlled Primary 
school which educates up to 150 children, not all 
resident in Holbrook.  It also serves as a feeder 
school for John Flamsteed (Denby) and Belper 
Secondary Schools and enjoys a  very good 
reputation with a recent 'outstandingô classification 
by the Diocesan Board of Education and a 'goodô 
grade by Ofsted.  The Holbrook Centre for Autism 
which has a capacity of 52 students also enjoys a 
good reputation. Its tutors and students involve 
themselves in the village. There is a garage, a 
post office, a hairdressing salon (ladies, gents and 
mobile), a thriving local shop, 3 public houses in 
the village and 1 on the outskirts.  Holbrook Hall 
Residential Home stands next to the parish 
church, and Coxbench Hall Nursing Home is 
about a mile away. 

There is a vigorous social life within the parish, 
centred round the churches and ñextramurallyò. 
The PCC social committee has the dual aims of 
bringing people together and raising funds, 
sponsoring concerts, walks, coffee mornings, 
meals and bazaars. The St Michaelôs Fellowship 
meets monthly to hear visiting speakers and meet 
their friends. Extramurally, we have the Scout 
Group (beavers and cubs), the Guides and 
Brownies, the Baby and Toddler Group, the 
Preschool Play Group, a Sports and Social  Club, 
a bowls club, the W.I., the Friendship Club and the 
Garden Group all meeting regularly, and the WEA 
running four or five courses a year. The Holbrook 
Sports and Social Club is licensed and offers 
regular entertainment. There is a league-winning 
ladies bowls club (recently formed) and two well-
established football teams. The annual Village 
Fête is well supported by people from both the 
village and the surrounding area.  

The nearest larger communities are Belper and 
Duffield. There are regular (hourly in the daytime) 
local bus services to Derby, Belper and Ripley. 
 
 

The village appears to have no centre because 
the A6 road, the river and the railway divide the 
community. Most of the housing is of small mill 
properties now subjected to a preservation order 
and part of the Derwent Valley Mills Heritage trail 
between Derby and Cromford. 

The population of the village is approximately 
1,500 the village with a high proportion of single 
home dwellers.  Recent housing development on 
a former foundry site has made available modern 
family housing. 

A major community activity is the annual ñWell 
Dressingò event.  Many members of the 
community, including the school, are involved.  
The vicar blesses the wells at an open air service. 

Milford Community Primary School is a small 
friendly school located next to the old mill.  It has 
80 pupils on roll.  The school is well supported by 
the community.  The children gather in church for 
their Christmas service, and on other occasions.  
The vicar is invited into school on a regular basis. 

Milford today is very much a ñwatering holeò with 
holiday homes and waterside restaurants.  It is a 
good place for walks with many footpaths and 
tracks to take one high above the beautiful scenic 
Derwent Valley. 

Milford House and Coach House, a former Struttôs 
residence, are respectively residential and nursing 
care homes and regular home communions take 
place here and around the village. 
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Shottle 
 

 
 
The church in Shottle was built around 1861.  A 
quinquennial review in 2000 revealed the church 
to be in a poor state of repair.  Thanks to the work 
of the Friends of Shottle Church over the last 
decade, the building is now sound with extensive 
restoration having been carried out. 

Shottle is a small agricultural community with a 
population of 100 and is close to Hazelwood on 
the north side of the A517.  It is a very active 
community primarily focused around the Church.   

Shottle is part of the ñChatsworth Settlement 
Trusteesò  and most of the farms and homesteads 
are owned by The Chatsworth Estate.  The Vicar 
is an ex officio local trustee for The Countess and 
Earl of Devonshire Shottle and Postern Charity, 
an educational support trust. 

Following a survey in 2000, the Friends of Shottle 
Church (FOSC) have completed extensive work 
on the church structure to make it a fully functional 
building.  FOSC is now looking at providing a new 
heating system and a Portaloo suitable for 
disabled people.   
 

The churches in their communities 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 
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Patterns of worship - Hazelwood 
We have a mixed set of services each month at 
Hazelwood to cater for a variety of traditions and 
preferences within the congregation.  The normal 
pattern is that on the first Sunday of the month we 
have a traditional Book of Common Prayer 
communion service, on the second Sunday an 
afternoon (evening in summer) BCP Evensong, on 
the third Sunday a communion service using the 
Common Worship form and on the fourth Sunday 
a shorter, more informal "Worship Together" 
service.   

Our lively Sunday School is held in the Memorial 
Hall next door to the church at 11.00am on the 
first Sunday in the month.  At the end of the 
session the children and teachers join the 
congregation for the last hymn in church.  The 
children usually show the congregation what they 
have been doing in Sunday School that morning 
and we all share a song or hymn to close the 
service. 

 

Patterns of worship  
We are still in the fortunate position of being able 
to maintain two Sunday services. The average 
morning congregation is 25. The 10.45 a.m. 
service pattern is Matins (BCP and sung) on the 
first Sunday, Common Worship Sung Eucharist 
using contemporary language on the second and 
fourth Sundays and a ñhome-grownò Family 
Service on the third Sunday led by a reader. The 
fifth Sunday allows to experiment with variations 
on the Common Worship Morning Prayer.  

Our evening congregation of about 15 worships at 
6.30 p.m. through a traditional language Common 
Worship Holy Communion on the first Sunday 
(and sometimes the fifth Sunday) and BCP Sung 
Evensong on the other Sundays.  

There is a small robed choir of 12 members which 
sings at the Sunday services and an augmented 
choir of between 30 and 50 which supports the 
Village Christmas Carol Service and the Good 
Friday devotions by performing a cantata. These 
are directed by our regular organist and 
choirmaster. 

Our Sunday School meets in the vestry during the 
Sung Eucharist services.  
 
 

Patterns of worship 
A lay reader provides specific support for the 
church as well as sharing ministry with the other 
churches within the united benefice.  

There is one service each Sunday which is 
currently at 9.00am.   

The worship at Holy Trinity is traditional 
ñCommon Worshipò with a sung service of Holy 
Communion. On the third Sunday there is 
informal worship based around the new service 
liturgies that are now available and this is 
followed by refreshments. This has proved 
popular. 

Those who worship regularly enjoy very much 
this grand village church with its three-manual 
Grunwell organ which was installed 18 years ago 
at the rear of the nave. 

At one time Holy Trinityôs churchmanship could 
be described as ñliberal catholicò with vestments 
and liturgy  However, over the last few decades 
the church has moved to a more central position, 
very much in line with our partners within the 
united benefice. 

 
 

 Church life 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook 
 

Milford 

The three parishes are in the Duffield Rural Deanery and the new incumbent will be encouraged to take a full part in Deanery Chapter meetings and to avail themselves 
of the support and fellowship offered.  Some clergy also meet informally, once a month, for a pub lunch.  A Deanery "Open the Book" scheme is in operation, through 
which volunteers take dramatised Bible stories into local schools.  The project is very successful and welcomed by school staff.  Many would like to see this extended to 
all parishes in the Deanery. 

In 2003, the Derby Diocese introduced óRenewing Ministryô, a strategy to encourage growth by drawing churches into co-operative clusters called Mission and Ministry 
Areas (MMAs), enabling them to benefit from the advantages of working together more closely and specifically to share vision and resources in the witness and service 
they offer in the communities they serve.  Churches in the Benefice are constituent members of the Belper MMA.   
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Our major ñoccasionalò services are the Village 
Carol Service, led by an augmented choir of about 
30, under the direction of our talented organist 
and choirmaster John Maxwell-Jones, for which 
the church is full (160+) and a Good Friday 
evening devotional service, the core of which is 
the performance by the augmented choir of a 
seasonal cantata. This usually attracts a 
congregation of about 60. 

Our congregation is largely made up of resident 
parishioners, but about a dozen people, usually 
former villagers, also attend regularly. Our 
churchmanship is best described as ñmiddle of the 
roadò. Seasonal stoles are worn at Communion 
services, and lay assistance is usually available. 
In September, 2010 our electoral roll stood at 43, 
of whom 17 were non-residents 

In his absence, our vicar is supported by team of 
several licensed readers from within the Deanery 
at the above services and bimonthly by other laity. 
 
Church activities 
The St Michaelôs Fellowship meets monthly to 
enjoy a variety of speakers as well as a Garden 
Party, a communion service, occasional outings 
and a Christmas entertainment, including a little 
carol service.  

The Autumn Fayre is a major fund-raising social 
event in early November. 

 

 

Whilst the churches within the benefice do not join 
together often for worship, there is welcomed trust 
and support for each other.   

Our regular organist, David Redfern, is a very 
talented musician and concert organist who is 
equally at home on the Milford church organ as he 
is on any restored Wurlitzer.  He is supported by 
another organist once a month.  We use Complete 
Anglican Hymns Old and New for most services. 
Holy Trinity is an oasis of peace in a busy world 
with such a lovely location and its easy friendly 
liturgy. Plans have been drawn up for a total 
internal refurbishment, whilst structurally the 
building is well maintained.  

The congregation is small with most support 
coming from outside the village. However two 
young couples have recently shown an interest in 
sharing our worship. Church attendance is 
between six and fourteen people. 

Various fund-raising events are held from time to 
time. 

There are at present sixteen names on the Church 
Electoral Role and the Parochial Church Council 
meets around four times a year.  
 
Baptisms weddings and funerals 
An average of two baptisms, three weddings and 
four funerals take place each year. 
 
Other churches in the parish 
The only other church in the village is the 
Independent Baptist Church which has a small but 
very supportive congregation and a hard working 
local Administrator. Milford lies between Duffield 
and Belper, two very strong church areas where 
many other denominations are represented. 

The church draws its congregation from the village 
of Hazelwood itself and from surrounding clusters 
of housing including Blackbrook, Cowers Lane, 
Farnah Green and Shottlegate.  Some church 
members live further afield in, for example, 
Duffield and Allestree.  Normal Sunday 
attendance varies between 20 and 40 although 
special services, such as the annual Christingle 
Service, and those for the major church festivals 
attract significantly larger congregations.  There 
are 52 people on the Electoral Roll. 

Music is a strength of the church and we are 
fortunate in having an exceptionally talented 
organist in Graham Craft.  One of our members 
plays the oboe in church which complements 
Grahamôs organ playing.  The church does not 
normally have a choir but, for major church 
festivals, Graham organises a special choir made 
up of church members augmented by singers from 
other local churches. 

The pattern of services within the Benefice is 
organised by the vicar in consultation with the 
various Readers who regularly take services.  
Evening services during August are held in the 
open air at various venues in the Benefice. 
 
Patterns of worship ï Shottle 
There are five services at Shottle church each 
year: Easter, Rogationtide, one summer evening, 
Harvest and Christmas.  These services are held 
normally at 7.30pm for the convenience of the 
farming community. A congregation of 50 or more 
normally fills this church on these occasions.  The 
church is licensed for weddings. 
 
 

Church life 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 
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Church activities 
A study and prayer group is held regularly usually 
in Lent.  

The Church Fete is a major annual event for the 
village and contributes substantially to church 
funds.  In recent years it has included a Classic 
and Vintage Car Display which has attracted 
visitors from further afield.  Many people help in a 
wide variety of ways to ensure that this 
ñtraditionalò fete is enjoyed by all those who 
attend. Last year 600 cream teas were served! 

Other social events which also raise money are 
held regularly.  For example, earlier this year we 
had a special Easter weekend lunch to view the 
beautiful floral decorations in the church and have 
a tasty lunch.  This was one of a number of social 
gatherings held in the west end of the church 
which has been refurbished specifically to allow 
such events to take place as well as gathering for 
refreshments after a service or in the interval of a 
concert.  This uses the church as a place for the 
village to meet, greet and socialise, rather than 
departing in haste after services! 

This year we held a supper evening, Rhymes and 
Wines, in a house in the village.  This was a 
money raiser but, more importantly, was another 
opportunity for the village to get together.  

At Christmas each year, we hold our ñCarols 
Round the Villageò evening.  Three families open 
their homes to their neighbours and the church 
choir members and friends visit each in turn to 
sing Christmas Carols, enjoy refreshments and do 
a little fundraising for charity. 

The Hazelwood Walking Group is open to anyone 
in the community and meets for a monthly walk 
followed by a lunch at a pub which provides a 
good chance for people to chat and plan other 
visits. 

 
 
 

Church life 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 

There is a Fellowship Group, meeting monthly, and 
an active Social Events Committee which 
organises a range of activities, approximately 
monthly, including a ploughmanôs lunch, an annual 
walk and supper, concerts by local choirs and 
musical groups, themed lunches (this year Bastille 
Day!), open garden evenings as well as  
the usual coffee mornings and harvest supper, a 
popular Autumn Fayre, coffee mornings and other 
evening social events.  The concerts are held at 
regular intervals during the year in the church 
which boasts excellent acoustics. Events are 
always well supported and attract people who are 
not regular church-goers. 

Joint services are held during the year with the 
congregation of Holbrook Moor Methodist Chapel.  

Our church newsletter has a circulation of some 
300. We also leaflet the parish for our annual gift 
day in July and, jointly with the Methodists, to 
publicise the Christmas service through our 
greetings card. 
 
Baptisms, weddings and funerals  
In 2010, there have been 5 marriages, 16 baptisms 
(of which, 3 took place during the main morning 
service), and 11 funerals or interments of ashes. 
With the PCCôs consent, the present incumbent 
has set his own policy for accepting people for 
baptism and for remarriage following divorce. 
 
Other outreach and ministry 
This includes home communions for the sick and 
infirm, home and hospital visits to the bereaved 
and sick, individual preparation for confirmation, 
marriage and baptism  and monthly visits to 
Holbrook Hall Residential Home and to Coxbench 
Hall Nursing Home conducted by the vicar.  
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Holbrook Milford Hazelwood with Shottle 

Church life 

The Vicar is an ex officio trustee for both Potterellôs 
Alms Houses (2 stone-built cottages) and the 
Arkwright Memorial Hall (a hall serving the village 
community leased by the village from the church). 
This trust is soon to be wound up with the imminent 
rebuilding of the hall. Historically, the Vicar is also 
a member of the Governing Body of the Holbrook 
Primary school as are two foundation governors 
appointed by St Michaelôs  P.C.C. 
 
Support for mission and charities 
The PCC supports a range of charities from its own 
funds, as well as organising collections from the 
congregation. Last year 12 charities received a 
total of about £600. The church also actively 
supports the annual Bishop of Derbyôs Harvest 
Appeal, the Derbyshire Churches and Chapels 
Preservation Trust and Christian Aid. 
 
Ecumenism  
A subcommittee of the PCC liaises regularly with a 
similar group from the Holbrook Moor Methodist 
church to plan joint services, reconcile our church 
diaries and issue invitations to events of common 
interest. Both ministers are directly involved in 
these discussions.  The outcome is a joint diary of 
events. 
 
Links with the church school 
The school joins our congregation for Sunday 
morning worship twice or three times a year, and 
they also use the church for their own services at 
least three times a year.  The vicar also leads 
morning assembly at the school once every half 
term. 

 
 

There is a flourishing Bowls Club and, while not 
strictly affiliated to the church, it has close 
connections with it.  We have an outdoor service 
of hymns there on an August evening once a year 
followed by hospitality from the club.  

The church produces a lively Parish magazine 
every month which is circulated widely by willing 
delivery volunteers.  This keeps people in touch 
with what both churches are doing and includes 
details of all the services taking place in the 
Benefice.  This is enhanced by the churchôs 
attractive website and recently created on-line 
Benefice diary. 

In Shottle, the Friends of Shottle Church organise 
a variety of fund-raising and social events in the 
church and village throughout the year including a 
Harvest Supper, cream teas and a fashion show. 
 
Baptisms, weddings and funerals 
The beautiful rural setting of the churches in 
Hazelwood and Shottle make them very attractive 
venues for weddings.  In 2009 there were four 
weddings at Hazelwood, and one at Shottle.  
There is an average of three baptisms and six 
funerals a year. 
 
Support for missions and charities 
Hazelwood Church regularly supports a number of 
UK charities including the Padley Centre in Derby.  
The church also supports the Mamelodi Trust 
which helps schools in the squatter camp areas of 
the former black township of Mamelodi in South 
Africa.  We support this work with money and 
prayers and two of our community regularly visit 
this township and keep us up to date.  Other 
charities are supported from time to time. 
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Church life 

Other churches in the parish 
There are no churches of other denominations in 
the parish.  The Hazelwood PCC subscribes to 
the principles of the Anglican/Methodist Covenant. 
 
Baptism and marriage 
With respect to policies on baptism and the 
remarriage of divorced people in certain 
circumstances, the PCC has followed the lead of 
the incumbent in a spirit of compassion and 
inclusivity. 

The Hazelwood PCC and Shottle Church 
St Lawrence Church, Shottle, is a mission church 
within the parish of Hazelwood with Shottle and 
has two assistant churchwardens.  There is no 
separate parochial church council at Shottle.  
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The Hazelwood Victorian church (Grade II listed) 
and school (now closed) were built in 1846, the 
church being surrounded by an attractive and 
lime-tree bounded churchyard.  The churchyard is 
particularly noted for its regular immaculate 
upkeep by local parishioners and also for its 
springtime abundance of snowdrops, crocuses 
and dwarf daffodils. 

The church has been well-maintained and is in 
excellent condition.  Plans are in hand to re-
decorate the church.  The organ was restored in 
1983 and further enhanced during a major 
refurbishment in 2001.  The East window was 
replaced in 1963 and is a fine example of work by 
Carl Edwards who also designed windows for the 
Anglican Cathedral in Liverpool.  The bells were 
re-hung in 1987.  In 1998, a toilet was installed at 
the church for the first time.  In 2008, the west end 
of the church was redesigned to provide an open 
space for meetings, refreshments and social 
gatherings and to improve access around the font 
during baptisms.  Several rows of pews were 
removed, the floor lowered and carpeted, and 
wooden units installed to provide kitchen facilities.   

The stained glass windows, although relatively 
modern, are a feature of the church and represent 
a variety of themes.  The attractive hammerbeam 
roof is of oak timber beams and the pews are solid 
and in good condition.  Under-pew electric heating 
is installed and the church is floodlit at night 
funded by private donations. 

The church is kept immaculately clean by a rota of 
parishioners and minor repairs are always carried 
out as soon as they are identified.  The most 
recent Quinquennial Review was completed in 
October 2010 and revealed no major causes for 
concern. 

Parking is available at the adjacent Memorial Hall. 
 
 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 

The parish church was built originally as a private 
chapel for Holbrook Hall in 1761. It became a 
parish church in 1835 and was enlarged in 1841. 
Following fires in 1891 and 1907 it was enlarged 
with the addition of the south aisle, the chancel and 
the porch. It has been given Grade II* status and is 
generally in good condition.  The interior is in need 
of re-decoration.  

The churchôs unusual Italianate appearance is 
widely admired by visitors. The chancel is 
generously proportioned and the main body is not 
cluttered with pillars allowing good visibility and 
excellent acoustics. The last Quinquennial 
inspection was carried out in 2006 and most of the 
points (all minor) have been attended to.  

The two-manual pipe organ is well maintained by a 
local firm and is due to be renovated and improved 
in the summer of 2011; the funds for this project 
have already been raised.  

The church is equipped with kitchen, toilet and two 
meeting rooms, one of them optionally 
independently heated. The main space of the 
church is largely heated through under-floor 
ducting, powered by an efficient gas boiler and 
controlled by a seven-day timer.  There is no car 
park. 
 
 

The Church of Holy Trinity was built around 1848 
and is a Grade II listed building.  A small church 
room stands back on the east side, and an area is 
set aside for cremated remains. 
 
The church is in a good condition structurally but 
needs some interior refurbishment.  Plans have 
been drawn up for this work, subject to funds 
being identified. 
 
The Church Room is small by most standards but 
is convenient for cold morning winter services and 
small meetings.  It has also been used for local 
family parties and parish council meetings. We did 
explore the possibility for community use, a post 
office or provisions store. However, the local 
planning authority vetoed this option due to lack of 
access and parking limitations. The room is used 
by the W. I. for their monthly meetings. 
 
Church access proves somewhat difficult for the 
less able, parents with prams and funeral 
services.  Little can be changed because the 
church front support wall to the pavement is a 
listed fixture within the Milford Conservation Area. 
While there is no church car park, on-road parking 
is available nearby. 
 

 
Our church buildings 
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The Parish Share for 2010 is £17,201 and, as 
always, will be met in full.  In 2009 we paid 
£1,277.45 in clergy expenses being our 43% 
share of the benefice expenses. 

The yearly income from fund-raising activities 
which includes the Church Fete and several other 
functions, collections and donations covers the 
regular church expenses.  All liabilities and 
working expenses are fully paid.   

The major project completed in recent years was 
the 'West End Project', described above. The cost 
of the project was approximately £25,000.  Other 
significant projects that have been completed are 
a toilet facility (1999 at a cost of £15,000), sound 
system (2003 cost £1,800) and a new path to the 
church entrance (2008 cost £4,000).   

Hazelwood church makes charitable donations 
and grants amounting to £2,800 per annum.  On 
top of this, church members regularly support the 
activities of the Mamelodi Trust. 

Shottle church is also in a healthy financial state.  
Church accounts are maintained separately from 
those at Hazelwood and all outgoings and 
liabilities have always been met by donations 
received from the Friends of Shottle Church. 

 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 

 
Finance 

  1n 2009, the parish share was £16,753 and the 
share actually paid was £17,000. 

During the same year, we paid clergy expenses 
of £806.90 as our 41% share of the benefice 
expenses. The church is in a healthy position 
financially. 

Recently the footpath around the church and 
graveyard was renewed at a cost of around 
£17,000.  The path is now not only safer for 
pedestrians but is also wheelchair friendly. 
 

Holy Trinityôs parish share of £6,100 is small 
compared with the other parishesô contributions, 
but this reflects our small congregation.  We pay 
our 16% share of clergy expenses amounting to 
£314.89. 

Fund raising is by table top sales outside the 
village, an annual concert and harvest supper.  
We generate a steady income through gift aid 
and church room functions. 

Recently, the church had to spend around £4,000 
to address surface drainage problems which 
have now been resolved. 
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The Vicarage is situated on Hob Hill in Hazelwood 
and is close to the Church (100 metres). It is a 
detached house built in the 1960's and in a prime 
location within the village.  It has fine views over 
the counties of Derbyshire, Leicestershire, and 
Staffordshire.  It has the benefit of gas central 
heating and has recently been double glazed 
throughout.  It also has a security alarm system.   
  
The accommodation is spacious and well 
planned.  It is entered by a small porch into an 
entrance hall.  The downstairs accommodation 
has a lounge/dining room (which can be 
separated), study, toilet, kitchen (recently 
refurbished), utility room, pantry, coal house and a 
room for garden tools.  Upstairs there are four 
bedrooms, a bathroom, separate toilet and stairs 
leading to attic storage space.  The master 
bedroom has a stunning panoramic view.   
 
There is an enclosed garden with mature trees 
and a lawn.   
  
The property is approached by a drive which leads 
to a single garage.  There is ample parking space 
for several cars. 

The vicarage 
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Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 

 

 We are a welcoming and friendly church 
family, supportive of each other and of the 
community. 

 

 The buildings at Hazelwood and Shottle are 
in excellent condition and are well maintained 
and cared for.  Recent alterations have made 
them better suited to fulfilling their roles in a 
modern community.   

 

 Church services meet a range of preferences 
and traditions and we have an excellent 
organist and choir leader.  The Sunday 
School meets monthly and is well staffed.   

 

 Every month we produce a lively church 
magazine which has a wide circulation.  On 
some occasions we distribute information 
about forthcoming events and services to 
every home in the parish.   

 

 Both churches are financially sound.   
 

 We support a number of UK charities on a 
regular basis and we also support the 
township of Mamelodi in South Africa.  Our 
charitable giving is reviewed annually by the 
PCC.   

 

 The Annual Church Fete and Classic Car 
Show is well supported by the local 
community and also draws people from the 
surrounding area.  Other social events also 
enhance community friendship and social life. 

 

 The churches are fortunate in that there is no 
shortage of volunteers to enable them to be 
effective in their communities. 

 

The strengths of our churches 

   Holbrook is known within the area as a 
welcoming friendly community and the Church 
reflects that reputation. 

 

 The regularly visited churchyard is the final 
resting place for deceased of all persuasions 
from the village and helps enhance a strong 
sense of community. 

 

 The Church has a first class reputation in the 
area for its musical life and robed choir. 

 

 A strong social committee generates a 
continual programme of events which not only 
raises valuable funds but enhances the social 
life within the community and reflects the 
vigorous village activities of its various clubs 
and societies.  

 

 By means of a church newsletter, articles in a 
bi-monthly Village Magazine, shared 
messages with the Methodist Church, and 
house to house publicity in the parish, the 
Church is regularly brought to the attention of 
the community. 

 
 
 

 Milford is a friendly and pleasant place where 
people appear to take a pride in where they 
live; the church is a small but friendly 
community within it. 

 

 We have a strong musical tradition. 
 

 We are an attractive venue for weddings. 
 

 We produce a shared annual Christmas 
Newsletter with the Independent Baptist 
Church and this reaches all the homes in the 
parish. 
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The way ahead 

The three parishes have prayerfully reflected, both individually and together, on their weaknesses.  We have discussed what we would like to do better and 
this has led us to identify the following themes for the way ahead.   We are also conscious that our new vicar will want to take time to assess with an 
independent mind what we do well, and where we could improve.  We all look forward to working with him or her to grow in faith as individual congregations 
and strengthen our witness to our local communities. 
 
Church growth 

 We would like to find ways to increase our regular congregations and to encourage younger people to find their place as frequent attenders.   
 

 We want to increase the dynamism and effectiveness of our evangelism and we will look to our new vicar to help us to develop the lay leadership in 
our churches.  

 
Outreach and communication 

 We recognise the need to be more effective in our outreach to our local communities.   
 

 We need to review our communication methods so that everyone knows what we are doing and why, and so that we can emphasise that we are 
welcoming and friendly church families.   

 

 We would like to develop and encourage house groups and mid-week study groups.   
 

 We need to review our churchesô roles within our communities.  We need to find ways of showing people that we care deeply about them assuring 
them that the church can be part of their life and a much valued aspect of the community.  We want to be more than simply another amenity to be 
called upon in times of social need. 

 
Young people 

 We are fortunate in that two our churches (Hazelwood and Holbrook) have Sunday Schools and two of our parishes have thriving day schools with 
whom we have contact (Holbrook and Milford).  We would like to strengthen our churchesô work with young people and develop our contacts with 
young families. 

 
Mission Action Plans 

 All the parishes are at a very early stage in their thinking about Mission Action Plans.  We will want to work closely with our new vicar in the 
development and implementation of these. 

 
St. Lawrence Church, Shottle 

 Our mission church in Shottle would describe itself as a ñFarmersô Churchò and sees a major future role in supporting the farming community. 
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The PCCôs elected representatives are: 
 
Mrs. Tessa Hibbert, 
Church Warden, 
Chevin House, 
Firestone, 
Hazelwood, 
Belper, Derbyshire DE56 4AE. 
 
Telephone:  01773 822303 
 
 
Mr. Steve Bacon, 
Acting Chair of the PCC, 
Spring Cottage, 
Farnah Green, 
Belper, 
Derbyshire DE56 2UP. 
 
Telephone:  01773 829849 
 
 
 
The Rural Dean is: 
 
Revd. Jonathan Page, 
Christ Church Vicarage,  
Bridge Street,  
Belper,  
Derbyshire DE56 1BA 
 
Telephone: 01773 824974. 
 
 
For further information please see the church 
website at: 
 

www.hazelwoodchurch.org.uk 
 

The PCCôs elected representatives are: 
 
Mr. David Bott, 
PCC member, 
67, Belper Road, 
Holbrook, 
Derbyshire DE56 0SX. 
 
Telephone:  01332 883412 
 
 
 
Mr. Chris Lamb, 
PCC member, 
40, Moorfield Road, 
Holbrook, 
Derbyshire DE56 0UA. 
 
Telephone:  01332 781984 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please see the church 
website at: 
 

www.stmichaelsholbrook.btck.co.uk 

The PCCôs elected representatives are: 
 
Mrs. Cyn Varney, 
Churchwarden 
19, Derwent View, 
Shaw Lane, 
Milford, 
Derbyshire DE56 0RE. 
 
Telephone:  01773 824680 
 
 
Mr. Bernard Owens, 
Churchwarden, 
4, Hillview, 
Duffield, 
Derbyshire DE56 4GX. 
 
Telephone:  01332 840583 

 
Parish contacts 

Hazelwood with Shottle Holbrook Milford 

http://www.hazelwoodchurch.org.uk/
http://www.stmichaelsholbrook.btck.co.uk/
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Map of the Benefice 


